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CONFIDENTIAL ISLAMABAD 5809 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, AF, PK 

SUBJECT: GOP INADEQUATELY INFORMED ON AFGHAN DEVELOPMENTS, 
ASKS FOR INFO ON REPORTS OF FIGHTING 

1 GOP IS APPARENTLY GETTING VERY LITTLE FIRM NEWS ON 
COUP DEVELOPMENTS IN AFGHANISTAN FROM ITS OWN SOURCES. 
ACTING FOREIGN SECRETARY ALTAF SHAIKH AND OTHER 
MFA OFFICIALS HAVE CALLED EMBOFFS SEVERAL TIMES IN PAST 
TWO DAYS TO EXPRESS CONCERN OVER LACK OF INFO AND ASK 
WHAT WE HAVE HEARD. WE HAVE RELAYED TO THEM CAREFULLY 
SELECTED EXCERPTS FROM AMEMBASSY KABUL MESSAGES 
ON FACTUAL SITUATION. 

2. URDU LANGUAGE DAILY JANG CARRIED ARTICLE JULY 18 
REPORTING THAT DAUD’S TROOPS ENCOUNTERED SERIOUS 
RESISTENCE FROM SUPPORTERS OF KING ZAHIR IN SEIZING 
KABUL. WITH LARGE NUMBER OF PERSONS INCLUDING "TWO 
FOREIGN ENGINEERS" KILLED. ARTICLE CLAIMED THAT NUMBER 
OF TRIBAL LEADERS, RELIGIOUS LEADERS AND SENIOR POLITICIANS 
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HAD DECLARED THEIR SUPPORT FOR KING, AND THAT ARMED 
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CLASHES WERE CONTINUING IN VARIOUS PARTS OF COUNTRY BETWEEN 
LOYALISTS AND REBEL TROOPS. 

3. FONSEC SHAIKH PHONED POL COUNSELOR URGENTLY MORNING 
JULY 18 TO DRAW OUR ATTENTION TO JANG ARTICLE AND ASK 
IF WE HAD ANY INFO TO CONFIRM IT. POL COUNSELOR REPLIED 
THAT WE HAD NO SUCH INFO BUT CAUTIONED THAT WE KNEW LITTLE 
OF WHAT WAS HAPPENING OUTSIDE KABUL AND VICINITY. IN 
LATER CONVERSATION WITH POL COUNSELOR. SHAIKH SAID GOP 
HAD CONTACTED JANG AND HAD BEEN TOLD THAT SOURCE OF 
REPORT WAS "TRUCK DRIVERS" FROM AFGHANISTAN IN QUETTA. 

SANDERHOFF 
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